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Original Thought
In the Age of Artificial Intelligence



The Idea of Original Thought
Is originality a question of source and tributaries?

Montaigne on Originality (from “Of Experience”), 

quoting Etienne de La Boëtie: 

“So in a running stream one wave we see

After another roll incessantly,

And as they glide, each does successively

Pursue the other, each the other fly

By this that's evermore pushed on, and this

By that continually preceded is:

The water still does into water swill,

Still the same brook, but different water still."



What is Artificial Intelligence?
By definition, with emphasis on ‘artificial’

• Human-made, or not naturally occurring

• Caused or produced by human actions or methods

• Not being sincere or manifesting sincerity; fake



Do AI and Original Thought (like Opposites) 
Attract?

ARTIFICIAL ORIGINAL

Human-made Having source/provenance

Not naturally occurring Actually occurring

Imitative, Representative, Fake Substantive, Authentic, Real

Example: Artificial Turf Example: Grass



AI as Tool and Partner
Does AI create, co-create, or do something different?

• Assistant

• Co-writer

• Brainstormer

• Critic

• Programmer

• Artist



AI as Interlocutor or Echo Chamber:
As AI users, how well do we distinguish projection from reflection?



The Muse Effect
Does creativity come from AI?

Or does it come from the AI User’s

interpretation of AI output?



Who Owns the Thought?
Rights, Possession, and Control

• Copyright + Authorship in AI outputs

• Are you an author (making a significant contribution) if AI “fills in” your blanks?

• What are the implications in fields that depend on individual, human attribution 
and credit: research, science, art, law, medicine, etc.?



Original Thought as Process versus Output

• Do the “ends” justify the “means” with 
AI differently than with other 
intellectual or creative processes?

• Does originality lie in expression, and 
also in how it emerges?

• Are there new forms of originality in 
how we use AI to ask questions, 
combine data, and curate results?

• Can we rediscover originality in the 
work of editors, conductors, and 
collagists?



How Significant is the Connection between 
Originality and Individual Contribution?

• Is using AI similar to undertaking 
a group project with a huge 
number of unknown 
contributors of uncertain 
accountability, and 
dependence on content of 
unverified quality?

• Does the rule hold?: Do it 
yourself or risk suffering 
judgment (like a grade) based 
on someone else’s marginal 
convenience effort.

https://www.someecards.com/usercards/viewcard/when-i-die-i-want-the-people-i-did-
group-projects-with-to-lower-me-into-my-grave-so-they-can-let-me-down-one-last-time-
0e740/



When AI Fails Us:
(as Friends Sometimes Do)

• Bias

• Shallow analysis/engagement

• Misunderstanding

• Poor judgment

• Lacking emotional 
intelligence/situational 
awareness

• Fabrication, lies, and deceit



Rethinking Originality (or not to conclude)
What do you consider “Original Thought” today?

• What is the potential for AI to enable deeper forms of originality?

• New forms of originality?

• New reflections on what is human, uniquely human, and human-made?
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